
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting your Child  

with Phonics and Reading at Home 

  

  

  

    

 

 





  



  



  



  



  
  



  

  



How we teach blending  

In our phonics lessons, your child is taught to recognise the connections between sounds in our 
spoken word, called phonemes, and the letters that are used to write them down, which are 
called graphemes.  

When we read, we see these letters written down and we change them back into sounds, e.g.  

To read the word tin, children would change the word into the separate sounds:  

  

 

  

Say the sounds in turn, t-i-n, pointing to each sound, then blend them together, whilst 
sweeping our finger underneath to say:  

  

 

  

When we sound out the phonemes, we make sure that we pronounce the phonemes correctly, 
so that we don’t say:  

  

tuh-i-nuh  

  

because that doesn’t say tin when we blend it back together.  

              

 

 

 

 

 
   

  

  

  

  



    
How we teach Tricky Words  

Almost all words in the English language can be de-coded using phonics. (See ‘How we teach blending’) 

However, some word contain unusual ways of spelling phonemes, even in the very early stages. We call these 

words ‘Tricky Words’.   

When we teach ‘Tricky Words’, we should the children which part is the tricky part.  

Reception Tricky Words  Year 1 Tricky Words  

is I the as has his her go no to 
into she he of we me be was 
you they my by all are sure 
pure said so have like some 
come love do were here little 
says there when what one out 
today  

is I the as has his her go no to into she he of we me be was you 
they my by all are sure pure said so have like some come love do 
were here little says there when what one out today  their people 
oh your Mr Mrs Ms  could would should our house mouse water 
want any many again who whole where two school call different 
thought through friend work once laugh because eye busy beautiful 
pretty hour move improve parents shoe  

  

If your child is struggling to remember a tricky word, write it on a post-it note and stick it where they will see 

it a lot. Keep asking them to read the tricky word, reminding them of the tricky part if you need to.  

  
  
  

 

 

 

   

  



  
What will your child bring home?  

  

‘My Book’ Reading practice book   

• This book has been carefully matched to your child’s current reading level. If your child is reading it with little 
help, please don’t worry that it’s too easy – your child needs to develop fluency and confidence in reading.  

• Listen to them read the book. Remember to give them lots of praise – celebrate their success! If they can’t read a 
word, read it to them. After they have finished, talk about the book together.  

A sharing book.   

• In Reception class, this will be a story sack, in KS1 this will be a book which they have chosen themselves.  
• Your child will not be able to read this on their own.  
• This book is for you both to read and enjoy together. In order to encourage your child to become a lifelong 

reader, it is important that they learn to read for pleasure.  
• The sharing book is a book they have chosen for you to enjoy together. Please remember that you shouldn’t 

expect your child to read this alone. Read it to or with them. Discuss the pictures, enjoy the story, predict what 
might happen next, use different voices for the characters, explore the facts in a non-fiction book. The main thing 
is that you have fun! 


