
Topic: What was the significance of the Viking raids on Northern England?History Cycle A   Summer Term 1 Y3/4

Did you know … Vikings never wore helmets 
with horns on them? 

They never called themselves Vikings. The 
word Viking means ‘Pirate Raid’ in old Norse 

language

 

Prior Learning

In Year 1/2, pupils learned about the changes in Britain since Queen Victoria.  They learned about the cause and 
consequence of the Great fire of London

In Year 3/4 pupils learned: About the significance of the Industrial Revolution and how this impacted Britain and our lives 
today.

New Knowledge

Vikings came from Scandinavia and Norway. They were 
mainly farmers, traders and skilled craftsmen.

The Vikings first arrived in Britain around AD 787 and in AD 
793 they raided and pillaged the monastery at Lindisfarne in 

Northumbria.
The Vikings came to Britain looking for items to steal and 

trade. They also wanted land that they could claim as their 
own. 

The Vikings sacked York because it was a city situated by 
two rivers. This was considered good for trade and 

defence.

Career links

Museum curator

Re-enactor/Actor 

 

New Vocabulary

Invade To enter as an enemy by force.

Invasion The movement of an army into a region by force

Strategic A plan, method or series of actions meant to 
perform a particular goal.

Settlement Places where people live and sometimes work

Pillaged To take things by force – usually in a big way – like 
war.

Generation A group of people in society born around the same 
time period.

Sack To capture and steal valuable things from



Present Day 2025

54 and 55BCE
Julius Caesar attempts 
to invade Britain

43CE Emperor Claudius 
Invades Britain

0

122CE Hadrian’s Wall 
was begun

1819 CE Queen Victoria 
was born

Early 400’s CE Anglo 
Saxons help Britons 
fight off the Picts

410 CE Emperor 
Honorius takes Romans 
from Britain

1533 CE
Queen Elizabeth 1st 
was born

1825 CE
Steam Train 
introduced to 
Britain

1806 CE
Ralph Ward Jackson 
was born

1820 CE
Florence Nightingale 
born

1805 CE
Mary Seacole born

1666 CE
Great Fire of London

1887 CE
L. S. Lowry 
born

AD 787 – Vikings first arrive in Britain

AD954 – Last Viking King (Eric Bloodaxe) 

forced out of York

AD 886 – A deal is made with the king of Wessex for Vikings to stay in the East of the 

country

AD 878 – Vikings have settled permanently in Britain

AD866 -  Vikings capture the city of York

AD 793 – Vikings attack the monastery at Lindisfarne
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Pillaged To take things by force – usually in a big way – like war.

Generation A group of people in society born around the same time period.
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